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TO HIS 


Excellency COUNT STARHEMBERG» 


AMBASSADOR, Se. 
FROM THE 
IMPERIAL COURT. 
My LoR p, 


TE hoſpitality and condeſcenſion I 
have had the Honour to experience from 
your Excellency, induces me to lay at 


your feet a Production, which, if poſſeſ- 


fing no other recommendation, muſt 


: certainly derive ſome value, from the 
opportunity it affords the Author to give 


this public teſtimony of grateful ac- 
, dd 
The Arts, my Lord, like Children, in- 


ſtinctively run to thoſe who moſt delight 
in affording them protection; my Muſe, 
though ſtil] in her infancy, may chal- 
lenge the molt perfect maturity of genius 


to expreſs, adequate to her feelings the 


_ conſideration and reſpect, with which I 


have the Honour to be, 
Your Excellency's, 
oO bedient, obliged, 


And humble Servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. ? 


| TO the liberality of Mr. Hazrts, the talents 
and management of Mr, Lzwis, the friendſhip 
aud ability of thoſe Performers who kindly exerted 
| themſelves in repreſenting the following Trifle on 
the Stage; the Author holds himſelf principally 
indebted for the very gratifying reception with 
which it has been honoured, —— 


PRO. 


PROLOGUE, 


WRITTEN BY THE AUTHOR OF THE PLAY, 


r, =” — Fas > 
by ob — 

- 
” 0.5 RON"; — 2 — mg 


SPOKEN BY MR. MUNDEN. 
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Tas Playhouſe prepar'd, the Audience met, 
The Critics all rang*d,—a terrible ſhew ! , 
The Poet diſmay'd—and now, who'll take a bett 
On the chance, if in truth he has cauſe to be ſo 
Some folks may ſuppoſe he has little to fear + 
Who reſts his defence on Five Thouſand a Year ; 
Yet we live in a land, where no rank or eſtate 
Can ſway to injuſtice the public opinion, 
Where due praiſe is given to little and great 
And the poor man is equal to fortune's firſt minion. 
Beſides the Bard's wrong—why—my friends ye all know i it, 
Five Thouſand a Year is too much for a Poet; 
Or if not, to avow it, the Author a gooſe is 
For if in one year ſuch a ſam he produces: 
Only think how he'll have to come down with the Cliinkuai. | 
When the Gemmen go round for Tax upon Income, 
By the bye I came here at his humble requeſt, 
To ſpeak ye a Prologue, they're common at beſt, 
And I think for my own part, *cwou'd ſound quite as pretty 
If my ſubject I dreſs'd in the form of a ditty! 
So I'll ſpeak to ſome tune, but on this ſole condition, 
Ill not ſing one Stanza, without your permiſſion, 


s ON G. 


The times are gone by when on floors next the ky 
Cut off from roaſt Beef, Port, or Claret, 
Poor Poets wou'd pine, and invoke all the Nine 
To inſpire attic wit in a garret. | 
SN OS | Our 
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PROLOGUE. 


Our Author declares, that a two pair of ſtairs 
Was the height of his ſoaring ambition, 

Till the Doctor and Jew contriv'd *twixt the two, 
To lower in life his condtion, 


Now ſnug in firſt floor, he deſires no more 
Than to keep with decorum his ſtation, 
And Five thousand a Year he offers you here, 

For the favour of your approbation. 


And by what I can find, he has made up his mind 
To wait with due patience his meed ; 

He'll ſwallow the pill, for he ſays, come what wilt, 
He'll be damn'd if he does not ſucceed. 


DRA. 
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DRAMA TIS PERSON. 


George Fervid, - 
Frederick Fervid, - 


Truepenny - = 
Sir Matthew Maxim, 


Mr. Goulding, — 
Henry Haſtings, 
Paragraph, - - 


Te 


PTL” 
Servant to Frederick, 


Servants to Sir Matthew, 


| Boy, | " . 
Lady Maxim, 1 
Maria, - a 
Aurelia, 6 


SCENE. ——Lendor, 


Mr. Lewiz. 
Mr. Pope. 
Mr. Waddy. 


Mr. Munden. 


Mr. Murray. 
Mr. H. Jobnſtone. ; 


Mr. Farley. 


Mr. Simmons, 


M.. Rees. 


Mr. Curtis. . 
Me. Abbott & Wilde, 


Maſter Webb. 

Mrs. Mattocks. 
Mrs. Pope. 
Miſs Betterton. 


- Mrs. H. Johnſtons. 


ACT E 
SCENE I. 


AN APARTMENT at Fredericb's Tae 
derich and Truepenny ee at 4 T. able with 
on and Accounts, 


FREDERICK. 


I, AM ſatisfied my good Friend, perfectly ſatis- 
fied, and only wiſh now to know how I can make 
any thing like adequate amends for your honeſty ; 


and perleverance 1 in our affairs. 


Tau PENNY. 


| Honeſty | is the ſafeſt policy, and perſeverance 


overcomes the greateſt difficulties. So far they 
reward themſelves ; if your Brother and yourſelf, 
as the Children of an old and dear friend, are 


. | Pleaſed . 
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: FIVE THOUSAND A YEAR, 


pleaſed with my ſervice and affection, I am re- 


paid. 


FREDERICK. 


And ſhall it be ſaid, Sir, that a noble Eſtate : 
recover'd by your Agency for two friendleſs Or- 
phans, friendleſs but for you, ſhall yield no more 
than words to thank you with? No, - My bro- 
ther, I am certain feels with me; you mult ſhare 
with us the affluence you have given—The Friend 


you mention, our dear Father, will look down 
with approbation on that gratitude, the ſpirit of 
which we have inhaled from his inſtructions. 


 TxvEPENNY. 
So much haſte to diſcharge an oblj gation, looks 


as you were weary of it. Give me your hand. 


The uſe to which you put your fortune will beſt 


prove your de When do you expect your 


brother! p 


' FREDERICK. 
Every hour—It is ſome time ſince we met, and 


I wiſh much to ſee the effect this pleaſing reverſe 


of fortune will have on him We were ever on 


terms of friendſhip the moſt ſincere, Proſpe- 


_ rity, I hope will not break the band which ad- 


verſity drew ſo cloſely. 


TRUEPENNY. 
Tis certainly i in more danger than it was, you 


have now leſs intereſt in each others welfare, you 


have each no future purſuits but ſuch as may 


enable you to paſs your time agreeably, and when 


launch'd into che world in the ſphere you have 


no 
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now a right to move in—it is impoſſible to ſay 
how far your opinions of thoſe purſuits may dif- 


FREDERICE, 


The modes of our education have certainly 
been different, George has been aſſiduous in thoſe 
ſtudies which your liberality permitted him to 
purſue at College, with a view to make his fortune 
in the literary world while I in the Counting- 
houſe of a Merchant have paſled my time in cal- 
culations and commerce, 

T&UEPENNY. 

| You have each been the true Sons of your 
Father as to application and integrity, but you 
have been out of the way of tenip..:tion, look'd 
on the world to be in a ſtate of dependence, few, 
if any, had the inducement of intereſt to deceive. 
you.—Be wary therefore; the ſcene is changed, 
and you will now find profeſſed friends in thoſe 
who would formerly ſcarce deign to claim ac- 
quaintance ; Patrons in thoſe whoſe countenance 
is become unneceſſary, and acquaintance all over 
the town, 7 + 5 


Enter SERVANT, 
Sir Matthew and Lady Maxim, Sir. (Exit. 
8 Frcs, 
Exactly, my dear, Sir, as you have foreſeen, 
Sir Matthew values himſelf on his independant 


integrity, and his wiſhes to be of ſervice to the 
+ "7 ſ.3 e riſing 
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riſing generation, his kindneſs to me, has, how- 
ever, never paſled the bounds of promiſe—] have, 
indeed, been admitted to his parties, but as this 
is the the firſt viſit he ever honoured me with, he 


| has doubtleſs heard of my ſucceſs, and is come 
to wiſh me joy of it. 


Enter SR MaTTutw and Lapy Maxim. 


SIR MATTHEW. 


Ay, there, I told you ſo, my Lady; there he 
is, more induſtrious than ever, Stewards, and 
Papers, and Accounts. I'm n glad to ſee it, I 
congratulate you my Friend. It's always a 
Maxim with me that providence in youth is che 
tureſt way to lecure independence 1 in old age. 


'Lavy. Maxim. 


Then, my dear Sir Matthew, do preſerve 4 
little ot your foreſight againſt you grow old 
yourſelf. Mr. Frederick, I have the honour to 
be moſt exquiſitely happy at hearing of your hte 
acquiſition. IJ am not a little flatter'd by the 
friendſhip with which you have hitherto honour'd 


our family, and we have done ourſelves the plea- 
{ure of calling to ſay 


SIR Marrhrw. 


It's my Maxim never to interr upt any body, 
Z i if you are buſy, Sir, why fo be it, or For a8 
my Lady obſerves, we called to lay- 


Lapy Max M. 


Now pray, Sir Matthew, permit me to ſpeak. 
Tis exceſſively indecorous o diſconcert a Lady 


in 
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in this manner, and with regard to Mr. Frede- 
rick, I have only to mention that 


FREDERICK. 


Madam, your attentions do me honour, I am 
perfectly grateful to Sir Matthew and yourſelf, 
permit me to introduce Mr. Oliver 'Truepenny, 
a ſtaunch friend of my deceaſed Father, and the 
generous inſtrument, by whoſe exertions his 
Children have unexpectedly become independent. 


OT ruUEPENNY. 

Your Father, young man, didn't like compli- 
ments. If theſe are your friends, I am glad to 
ſee them—if not, they won't care a great deal 
8 
(Fazpenccs and Lavy Maxi retire = 

Ap the Stage.) 
Sin MATTHEW. 


(Alde) So, ſo—a warm old put, I warrant 
him. — ir, I like you, you ſpeak with plainneſs, 
and ſincerity it becomes you do fo myſelf— 


never ſtoop— never truckle to anothers opinion, 
. ſo I think you are perfectly 1 in the right. 


Ta ur PENNY. 


Then, Sir, you and [ don't agree. I adepend. 
ence of opinion as well as of circumſtances is, 
certainly, the baſis of human happineſs ; bur if 
we make a rule never to adopt the opinion of 
another, merely becauſe it iſn't our own, we ſhut 
the door on inſtruction, aud produce obſtinacy 
AS (lie only excuſe for willing! ignorance. 


SIR 


P 2. ** , 
R e 1 8 
. rn N — — 
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SIR MaTTEFEW.,. 


Admirable, I'll adopt that as my own opinion 
immediately ; And I'm ſure my Lady will agree 


with me in aying—Eh ! where the devil is ſhe ? 


Eh! what Frederick, at your old tricks ;— 
Talking ſoft nonſenſe— Well, well, you think 
my Lady a fine woman—We are of the fame 
opinion exaclily—An't we my Lady. 


Lady Maxim, 


Your opinions Sir Matthew, have little to re- 
commend them but their pliability—Y our opini- 
on of me was form'd on that of ſo many perions 
of real taſte and penetration, that— 


IP MaTTHEW. 


Now, for my part, my Lady, if I may ever 


be allowed to be original in my opinions, I do 


think it is on this very point. Mr. Frederick, 
the purport of our viſit was to invite you to din- 


ner Tour friend too, we fhall be proud to ſee, 


and, as I underſtand, your brother is expected, 


let us have him of the party by all means. 


TRUEPENNY, 


You will perhaps, have a large party, Sir Mat- 
che w. 


Labr Maxi. 


0 by no means, Sir, there will be very few, 


juſt 2 friend or two and ourſelves, Maria, Sir 


Matthew's daughter, is juſt come home ſrom the 
country, and there will be Sir Solomon Single, 
Lady 
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Lady Julia, the rich Widow, and Sir Matthew's 
inſeperable friend and companion, the facetious 


Mr. Quidble. 


FREE RICK. 


Sir Solomon J fancy is an oddity in vis WAY. 


Lapy Maxim. 


The very epitome of oppoſition to the reſt of 
the world, and ſo proud of his reputation that 
way, that ke ſleeps when others wake, riſes when 
they ſleep, goes booted to the Pit at the Opera, 
full dreſſ'd to the Upper Gallery at the Play 
Houſe, and once for mere ſingularity went to 
a Maſquerade in the character of a Mileſtone, 
nay he even boaſts that his acquaintance are all 


ſingular, and profeſſes to know a Poet without 


poverty, an honeſt Attorney, and a Phyſiclan 


who iſn't afraid to {wallow his Own preleripti- 
ons. 


TaukpENNV. 


Dow your Ladyſhip ſuppoſe then, that no ſuch 


characters exiſt © ? 


Lapy Maxim. 


Among Sir Solomons intimates very likely, 


but in the world at large, I'm afraid 
Sik MaTTHEwW. 


Now it's my maxim to be afraid of nothing 
and as to Poet's being poor, it's all nonſenſe— 


Didn't we ſee in the Newſpaper that an Author 
| gor 
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» FIVE THOUSAND A YEAR. 


got five hundred pounds laſt week for ering a 
play? Why Sir, it equals the Philoſopher's 
ſtone—W hat's your opinion? (70 Frederick.) 


FREDERICK. 


My opinion, Sir, 1s of little weight: I pre- 
ſume however that genius was never recompen- 
ſed by money, not but what Poet's muſt live as 
well as other folks—but to a mind poſſeſſing the 


real influence of the Muſes, competence muſt in- 


clude every bleſſing, and the bard in the midſt of 
his labours looks leſs to pecuniary emolument, 


than to the ſublime honour of improving his fel- 


low creatures, the very hope of which can liſt him 
from himſelf, and transform the idea of a Taſk to 
the higheſt pitch of mental gratification. 


SIR MATTHEW. 
That s my opinion exactly. 
FREDERICK. 


Every man of genius is of courſe a thinking 


man, and a moment's thought muſt convince him 
that he is never more anſwerable to Society than 


when his ſentiments are entrusted to the guid- 


ance of his pen, that the Wretch who would proſ- 


titute it againſt the dictates of his conſcience, muſt 


ſooner or later become the ſcorn of thoſe whoſe. 
praiſe he would obtain, while the benevolent 
Bard, who endeavours to reform an error, or ex- 
terminate an unmanly prejudice, will be juſtly 


rever'd by humanity, as its friend and bene- 
factor. 


Laovy 
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Lapy Maxim. 


Then you don't think we ought to laugh on the 


Stage, Mr. Frederick? 


FREDERICE. 


uite the contrary, My Lady, ſatire, embit- 
ter dq by ridicule, is the moſt probable Reformer 
of Folly. 


SIR MATTHEW. 


As you ſay, it's beſt to laugh at the follies of 
the World :—for my part, I like a Play with a 
taking Title, and a number of comical tricks. — 


J wrote one myſelf once on the abſurdity of mo- 


dern dreſs. It was call'd “ Heads and Tails,” 


and its fate or ſalvation entirely depended on 


the toſs up of a halfpenny.—But, My Lady, 


you have been rather ſmart upon Sir Solomon 
Single What have you to fay againſt my friend 


Quibbie* 
Lavy a 
He! an eternal Punſter, nothing can poſſibly 


eſcape him. He affronted one Friend who had 
ſent him a leveret—by aſking him if that was 


his own hare or a wig ; —frighten'd another out 


of his garden, by ſaying there was a Sheriff's 


Officer behind him when all the while he meant 


nothing but a bay leaf; — told a Painter that 


drawing pheaſants was only making game ?— 

ſent old Lady Dimly, when ſhe wanted a pair 
of ſpectacles, to ſee two Monopolizers put in 
the pillory : and actually has calf's head at his 
table three times a-week, purely for the ſake of 
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ſaying he is obliged to provide brains for the reſt 
of the Family. 


TRUEPENN Y. 


Ha! ha! Well ſaid, My Lady, I did think of 
declining your kind offer but a Party like this 
may be a treat, and if you won't cut too many 
jokes upon a plain Country Gentleman, I'll ac- 
company my Friend with pleaſure. 


SIR MATTHEW. 


Thank you, Sir, when any man chuſes to ho- 
nour my houſe in the ſhape of a gueſt, it's my 
maxim ever to treat him as if he were the 
Maſter of 1t,—So come, My Lady, 'tis time we 
were at home—we ſhall expect you at five ex- 
ry. 8 e 


FREDERICK, 

Where Lady Maxim is the Hoſteſs, there can 
be no doubt of punctuality in the Viſitors. 
F Lappe Max IM. 
Mr. Frederick Good morning, What elegance 
of expreſſion ! I declare I never perceived half 
this young man's accompliſhments till this mo- 
ment, I inſiſt on your not ſtirring a ſtep.— Ah! 
Well—there's no reſiſting real politeneſs—ſtand 
out of the way, Sir Matthew. (Puſhes SIR Mar- 
THW by.) ( Exit. led by FREDERICK, | 


SIX MATTHEW. 
Your Ladyſhip ſeems determin'd to puſh your 


| politeneſs as far as it will go at any rate. (Exit. 
| TRUEPENNY, 
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TRUEPENNY, (Solus.) 
So, ſo!—I fear my two young Friends will 


reap little uſeful improvement from their intro 


duction into bigh life, Frederick ſeems quite 


inclin'd to fall in with all their abſurdities alrea- 


dy. My beſt hopes are in George—he is a good 
lad, —A lad of quick perception, and found rea- 
ſoning ; and I have no doubt but he will be able 
not only to keep within the bounds of propriety 
himſelf—but to give his brother a Leſſon. 


Re-enter FREDERICK. 


FaeperICk, 


My dear, Sir, I was impatient to return to 
remove your wonder at my attentions to that 
Lady. Vou mult know then, Sir, that I am in 
love, deeply in love with Sir Matthew's daugh- 
ter. She 1s at the ſole diſpoſal of her Parents, 
and my Lady is the entire Governeſs in whatever 
relates to the whole family. 


TauEPENNV. 
Thus one foible begets another Becauſe my 


Lady governs her Huſband you muſt become an 


hypocrite, 


FreD ERICK, 


"0 a ſhort time only, Sir, I hope—(Knecking) 


—Ah! my brother is doubtleſs arriv'd 


Groxcr—(Withcut.) 
Vp ftais i Is he? Very well, 


c 2 TRUEPENNY, 
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TRUEPENNV. 
'Tis he indeed, 


Enter GroRO E. 
Ah! my dear Lad, how is it 2 Your brother 


and I have been impatiently expecting you. 


GEORGE. 


Give me each of you a hand Believe me fra- 


_ ternal affection, and ſincere gratitude were never 
ſo predominant in the heart of man, than in mine 


at this moment But I hate ſaying too much, I 
never do.—It's a bad cuſtom—Too many words 


make the ſentiments of the heart appear com- 
mon. a 


FRE DERIck. 
Well George, we have to exchange congratu- 


lations on our preſent ſituation. 


GEORGE. 
You have mine with all my foul, but I confeſs 
to you, that I have found the coming unexpect- 


7 edly into poſſeſſion of Five Thouland a Year, a 
damn d troubleſome thing. 


Tavkrzxxv. 


It's a trouble man y would be glad t to take off 5 


your hands. 


Gros E. 


Very Ikely—but only imagine the reſtraints I 


am ſuddenly under—the friends who us'd to ſhake 
my 
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me cordially by the hand, now approach me with 


a reſpectful bow. The rich ſparks who us'd to 


cut me at College, now inſiſt on my being very 
intimate with them, thoſe who wou'd in a friend- 
ly way call me George, now can only pronounce 


the monoſyllable, © Sir,” while thoſe, who in 


contempt, wou'd ſtyle me, Mr. Fervid, now en- 

title me George, ſwear they always liked me, and 

that George 1s the honeſteſt tellow in the univerſe, 
Trrxranny. 

And what does this leſſon teach you? 

GEORGE, 

That money is not quite ſo eſſential to happi- 
neſs as I have ſometimes thought it, and yet for 
five and twenty guineas, I bought one of the belt 
bargains I ever had in my Re, 

FREDERICK. 

What was that? 

Geonce. 


You remember poor Dick Summers, the Cu- 


 rTate—He and I were chums at College - We 
were neither of us rich, and made an agreement, 


that whoever had moit money, ſhou'd always pay 


the other's reckoning. I haan't feen him ſince 
he left College till to-day, when | met him under 


the conduct of a Sheriff's Ofiicer ; not havin 


exactly learn'd how a man of Five Thouſand a 


Year ſhou'd ſpeak to a Bailiff, I accoſted him ra- 


ther too roughly. it ſeems, for he not diſco- 


vel ing 
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vering my real conſequence by my conyerſation, 
rew impertinent; 1 laid my cane acroſs his 
| ſhoulders, paid my friend's debt and coſts, with 
five guineas for the activity of my cane, and pur- 
faced my journey, perfectly ſatisfied with the con- 
ſequences of the adventure. | 


TI RUEPENNY. 


My dear George, it will be neceſſary you 
mou think a little of the danger ſuch impru- 
dent vivacity may expoſe you to—your fortune 
is a bait which all will catch at, and 


Gro. 


4 underſtand you per fectly; but I ſhall defeat 
them, I mean to convince the world, that it is 
poſſible for a Young Man to be rich, and wiſe 
at the ſame time, nor ſhall it be in the power 
of beauty, or play, or wine, or any faſhionable 
attraction to ſhake my reſolution. 


FREDERICK, 
Not even in the power of beauty. 
George. 


What! is beauty! my dear fellow we all ad- 
mire a pretty woman bdt why? if ſhe has a fine 
figure, a fine face, a fine eye, and a fine ancle, 
hat how the devil can we help. admiring 
her. 


FarDERICE., 


Fa ! ha! Well {aid George, 
Grokqz. 
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GOR OE. 
Nay, but theſe are beauties that will fade. 


The figure will bend to age the face become 


wriakled—the eye looſe it's luſtre, and the ancle 
it's ſhape, —Thelſe are the reflections with which 
I ſhall arm myſelf at the ſight of beauty, and as 
for the inferior temptations of Play or Bacchana- 
lian intoxication, I have only to think of a head- 
ache in perſpective, or the loſs of that fortune I 
have juſt attained, to deter me from ſeduction. 


TruzpENNY. 


But George, you wrong the Ladies, to take 
from them all attraction Are there not ſuch 
things as minds as well as bodies. 


Groxck. 
Certainly, Sir, and that is the reaſon why mere 
outſide ſhall not captivate me. Tis the mind for 
which I will ſeek, and I ſhall convince you. 


FREDERICK. | 


Be not too haſty. —Your ordeal will quickly 
arrive, for we are about to dine amidſt A blaze of 
beauty. 


TRUEPENNY. 


And then George, if you ſhou'd break your 
reſolution. 


GEORGE, 
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GEORGE. 


You may laugh at me, and welcome; the 
world however will excuſe it; for as matters go, 
the faults muſt be great indeed, which are not 
thought excuſable in a man of Five Thouſand a 
Year. [ Exeunt, 


END OF THE FIRST ACT. 


ACT II. 


SCENE I. 


A Litray at Si MaTTHEW's,—A Table with 
Newſpapers on it. 


Euter Joria and MARIA. 
Maxira. 


My dear 1 I tell you, you mn not tet 


your cap at George Fervid ; he has declared war 


* all the paſſions, and particularly againſt 
ove. - 


JULIA. 


And yet I'll engage to go a great way toward 


. making a total * in the abſurd ſyſtem he 


has adopted. 


MARIA. 


Would you ſo far forget the delicacy of your 
ſex as to make approaches? 


D ME LIA, 


— 
* =O 


f —— 3 — — air inane nh Ee ney I 2 K CET CS —— — 
EET II ee ONE ITO. 71 W , — D n a 5 — - 
. en A Woe re — oct ene a3. 2 Oe I A ER 1 == — . * F< 23 = "OO 
— — 2 * — — En ———ů Br, rr. — r = WEY — DE — * 2 = — _— — =" 3 2 = , — 
— — . * — — — . — 4 — 2 A 2 — — 4 — : 
EXD EET EK EE” F — alt EOS r — * > 444K 3 * —_ —— — WE mae 5 . — 
ä —_— e ASAT gp. omg: EEE SS Gn ca, ccc I — 
— — + 4 — ———— — — GI 5 GUS rr 8 : _ 
2 — pts: hrs r 2 — * — 5 An 1 — ie wwe nee: N 
—— — 8 
** > 


18 FIVE THOUSAND A YEAR. 


JuLta. 


By no means—the woman who forgets the 
reſpect due to her own tex, will be miſerably miſ- 
taken if ſhe looks for any from the men—No, 
no, take my word for it, timidity and reſerve are 
the moſt effective weapons in our poſſeſſion. 


MARIA. 


But timidity and reſerve are totally inconſiſt- 
ent with deſign. To make uſe of them as a de- 
Coy is to change their nature, and borrow the 
names of Virtue to embelliſh the lures of a Co- 
quette. 


JuL1A, 


I thank you for both the inference and wo 
cation. You, my dear Maria, are a good girl, a 

very good girl; but you cannot lay your hand 
upon your heart and ſay, you never acted without 
delign in what regards your affection for Fre- 
denck, 


Mama. 
1 do not exactly comprehend you, Madam. 


Rf : | JuLia, | 


No ! what then, perhaps, you never affected to 
be diſpleaſed with the tenderneſs of his profeſ- 
 Kons when your little heart was filled with plea- 
{ure and ſatisfaction ; or ſmiled with affected con- 
tempt and indifference when it was ready to break 
at ſeeing his attentions for a moment transferred. 
to another. 


MaRIA, 
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; MARIA. 


So far from playing the hypocrite, I have too 
often given him ſufficient reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
as a point of diſintereſted honour ſeemed to deter 
him from a declaration of affection but ill con- 
cealed, I was by no means unwilling to give his 
eyes credit for all his an refuſed to confirm 
me in. 


JULIA. 
Very well my dear; and fo the cautious Ma- 
ria, who has been warning me againſt the leaſt 
departure from policy and reſerve, has herſelf 


given proofs of affection to a man, whoſe eyes 
alone are her only vouchers for a return of it. 


Enter Sin MATTHEW and Lu py Maxnc 
SR MATTHEW. 


My Lady, I tell you it is of no conſequence of 
what family a man is. Money is my maxim, and 
without it anceſtry is le — 


LADy Maxlx. 
Like what, Sir Matthew, 


SIR MarTTH EW, 


Like a woman's tongue, makes a great clatter 
without wy ning: 8 


LADY Maxim. 


In former ages, Sir Matthew, birth was more 
eſteemed, and people of birth endeavoured to 
" WF ---.- -- ++" 


— —ä —Iůÿᷣ 
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conduct themſelves with the dignity due to their 
ſtations. The young women ſecluded themſelves 
from the vulgar gaze, improved their minds, and 


: nn, their appetites by the ſtricteſt delicacy. 


SIR MATTHEw. 


Particularly at breakfaſt, when they walked 
down a diſh of rump ſteaks with a jorum of 


Windſor ale. 


Maria and Jul IA come forward. 
Lapy Maxim. 
For Heaven's ſake girls, come and aſſiſt my ar- 


guments. We are diſputing of the comparative 
value of birth and money. 


Six Marrazw. „ 
I ſay, a prudent girl ſhou'd marry where moſt 


of the ready is to be had, and her huſband's gene- 


alogy ſhould be found in his rent roll. 


Lapy Maxim. 
Heaven's ! what degeneracy ! Oh, that [ had 


liv'd three centuries ago! 


Six MaTTHEW. 


1 wiſh you had, with all my ſoul. —(Af de.) 
Now, I ſay, no one in their ſober ſenſes can fide 
with my Lady. What do you think, Maria ? 


MARIA. 


If 1 may be allowed to hazard a diſtinction, 1 
think 
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think, Sir, that neither money or deſcent ſhou'd 
have precedence of real merit. 


Enter Tait NNV. 


TRUE PENN. 


There, there, this comes of forming reſolu- 
tions. There's my poor boy, George, who has 
made up his mind neither to drink, quarrel, fail 
in love, or be guilty of any other folly, is in à 
fair way to be caught in every one of them. | 


SIR MATTHEW. 
Indeed! How ſo? 
TRUEPENNY, : 


He has already found wine too powerful foe 


reaſon, and having once forſaken Minerva for 
Bacchus, there's no knowing what Deity he'll 


acknowledge next. 


Enter FaeDERICE and 88 


FER DERICE. 
Come, come Brother, you muſt now relin- 


quiſh one of your reſolutions, or at leaſt, the 


power to keep it. Wine you ſee has got the 
upper hand of your determination. 


Grokck. | 


I beg pardon—T beg the Ladies e in par- 


ticular. I mean to give you ſome proots that 'm 
not Overcome— _ 


(Faeprrrick 
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(FarDERICK croſjes over 10 MARIA. They go up the 
Stage.) 


Now, my dear Ladies, juſt permit me to ſhew 
you, that I am at leaſt clear enough in my under- 
ſanding to read a Column of this Paper. (If 
ing one from the Table) (Reads) © From the 
ce Hibernian Chronicle, Loft where it was dropt, 
« an Empty Bag, with a Cheeſe in it, mark'd 
« with Two Letters that are quite worn out— 
(Sits down t0 Read.) [ They Exeunt gradually, 


FRUEPENNY. 


Don't be apprehenſfive—he'll not read three 
lines.— They jaws. off.) | 


GEORGE. 


Now don't interrupt me, for I've got into a 
* Cafe of real Diſtreſs,” Clergyman of the Church 
of England—want—ticknels, inability to at- 
« tend, particulars known by enquiring at the 
e Printer of this Paper; enquire for A. Z“ 
What a comprehenſive addreſs—it includes the 
whole alphabet—Ladies, I'm ſure you'll all ſub. 
ſcribe, there's my Ten Pounds, and I'll be the 
bearer, of the whole amount. Stay, l' write 
down the addreſs for fear I ſhou'd forget it - 
Eh! what, all gone —how hard hearted is this! 
vou'd you turn your backs on a caſe of real diſ- 
treſs, when (Reads) © The ſmalleſt donations 
„ won'd be thankfully received. —Oh dear — 
(Tawns) This famous old port of Sir Matthews 
makes one confounded ſleepy ( Dozes.) 


nter 
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Enter a SERVANT. 
SERVANT. 


My Lady, Sir, wiſhes to know 1t you wou'dn't 
chute ſome coffee. 


Grorce.—(Half aſleep.) 5 
Enquice of A. Z. 
SERVANT. 
My Lady expects you to coffee, Sir. 
| ionen. 
Tell her, I expect ten pounds at leaſt. We 


muſt do ſomething handſome for the poor Par- 
ſon.— (Falls back aſleep.) 


SERVANT. 


Poor Gentleman! this ſudden turn of fortune 
has had an effect on him— Well, there's no know- 
ing how ſoon it might be one's own cafe. [ Euit. 


Enter TRUEPENNY. 


5 TRUEPENN VW. = 
So ! the ſelf- elected Hero, who bid defiance to 
every allurement of this world, has immediately 
fallen a victim to the moſt degradng. What! his 
money already thought fo little off, as to be at the 
diſcretion of the ſervants ?—Enquire of A. Z. 
(Reads the Card.) Some borrowing ſcheme, per- 
haps on foot—He has hardly been gaming al- 
ready A. Z.— Let's ſee,\( Looks at the Newſpaper) 

* Cafe of real Diſtreſs No, no, I have done him 
wrong - I'll take care of this addreſs myſelf, and 
ſomething may be done here to puniſh his incon- 
— wv - | min | | ſiſtency, 
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ſiſtency, Eh! What have we here! «© Whoever 
ce will reſtore the ſaid watch to Z. A. at the Print- 
„ing Office of this Paper, ſhall receive two gui- 
* neas reward, and no queſtions aſk'd.”” There's 
very little difference between A. Z. and Z. A. 
ſo I'll take the liberty to change this card. — 
(Writes and places another Card), and for fear of 
accidents take away the Paper, I'll appriſe his 
Brother of this, who ſhall unobſerv'd watch the 
event, while I ſeek this diſtreſſed Clergyman, nor 
ſhall I think the day in which I alleviate the miſ- 
| fortunes of an old man, and make a young one 
ſenſible of an error, the leaſt pleaſurable of my 
exiſtence. oy [ Exit, 


The 33 cloſes. 


SCENE II. 


Another Apartment. 
Enter Lady Maxim and Marta. 


LADY Maxim. 


Upon my word, young Lady, you have paid 
very little attention to the influence ] ought to 
have over you. You are in Love, forſooth, and 
want to perſuade, Mr. Frederick Fervid that he 
is in Love tool tell you, Child; I am perfectly 
aſhained of you. : 


Marra. 
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MARIA. 
But, my dear Madam. 
Lady MaxIM. 


There, you are not only guilty of unpardon- 
able weakneſs, but you are ready to defend it— 
It is always ſo—If ever I offer, or attempt to 
offer the leaſt advice, it is interrupted, and pre- 
vented by your objections, you are grown quite 
a Character perfectly remarkable for permitting 
no one to fay a ſyllable but yourſelf, 


Enter Sir MarTazw. 


Sin Marta EW. 
Bleſs me, my Lady, what's the matter ? 1 came 


with a propoſal, which I thought would afford 
ou pleaſure, Frederick has declared what he 


calls a long ſmother'd Paſſion for Maria, and as 


it's a maxim with me never to deny what I feel 


2 pleaſure in granting, why, I have not only 
given my molt hearty aſſent, but engag'd far 
Your 3 $ into the bargain. . 


Lapy Maxim. 


Then, Sir, you have made an Engagement 


which 1 wal break. 


Manta. 
Surely! Madam, it is very hard not even to 


let me know why I am all at once the object of 


your diſpleaſure. 


1 Lavy 
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| LADY Maxim. 
When you have read this letter, Sir Matthew, 


if you do not acquit me of ſeverity, Ill reſign 


every atom of penetration for the future, 


SIR MaTTHEW, 


(Reads) —** Eh !— Why zounds, my Lady, 
this is bad indeed, but the girl's to be pitted, 

not blamed—'tis tio fault of her's if Frederick is 
a raſcal, Here Child, only look here (gives her 
the Letter.) Come, come, my Lady, the poor 
girl wants conſolation more than anger, you'd 
have been croſs'd in love re, had [ deen alf 
ſo cruel as you are. 


5 LADY Maxim. 
Well, Miſs, what are your ſentiments now? 
MakIA. 


That this is a wretched forgery. Feedavick 
guilty of ſeduction, the daughter of his friend 
too. A Clergy man left in ditreſs—Beſides tis 


_ eaſy firſt to aſcertain the truth, were Sir Mat- 
thew to ſee the W it wou d be omg 
Jultice to us all. = 


Lay Maxine, 
And wou'd you condeſcend to enquire into 


an affair ſo evident? No, Miſs, Lil prevent ſuch _ 
ſhameful degradation, Prepare for ſecluſion and 


the country, and leave me to punith the perfidi- 
ous Man. Come, Sir Matthew, _ (Exit. 


Sin 
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My poor Maria! I do think now, this muſt be 
all a confounded miſtake, tho' it's a maxim with 
me never to contradict, my Lady; yet in this 
inſtance we may be too haſty 1 in obeying her com- 
mands—therefore, if ſhe had ſtaid, l—— 


Lavy Maxim ( Returns.) 
Sir Matthew, I heard my name, what were 
you ſaying in oppoſition to my Orders? 
SIR MATTHEW. 


" Tonly obſerv'd, my Lady, that it was impoſſi- 
ble to be too haſty i in obeying your Commands. 


Lavpy MAXIM. 


To be ſure So come along, Sir Matthew, ſhould 


we meet the faithleſs man, I may need * pro- 


tection. ' (Exit. 


SIR MATTHEW. 


I am ſure one of your own looks is ſuſſicient to 


protect you from the whole ſex put together.— 
(Exit. 


55 MARIA. 
Can it be poſſible, that Frederick, is the man 


here meant.—O no! And yet how poſitive the 


ſtyle, either He, or the Writer of this cruel Let- 


muſt be a villain moſt abandon'd—( Reads) * Sir 


„Matthew, If you have the leaſt regard for the 
2 r of your family, do not let Frederick 
5 Fervid become a part ot it, he has already de- 
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e ftroy'd the happineſs of a Father, and his 
« Child, —that Father is the Writer of this. Re- 
« duc'd to the neceſſity of a publick application 
&« for relief, what amends can he make to my 
“ wounded feelings, you will at leaſt owe me 
* ſome thanks for this intelligence; I only beg in 
« return an interview to make good my aſſer- 
cc tians,—]. GouLDING,''—I will myfelf ſee this 
Mr. Goulding, and prevail on JuL1a to accom- 


pany me.—Shou'd it be true, and the ſufferings 


of Frederick's victim equal to my preſent feel- 
ings; the Author of them can ſcarce ever make 
atonement. : Exit. 


SCENE III. : 


A Counting Houſe or Office at PARACRAPH'S, | 


| PaRAGRAPH diſcover'd directing bis Devils, 


VF 

Here, Dick, do you go to the Herald Office 
with this Advertiſment Speak to the Oracle as 
you go along; collect what you can from the Te- 
legraph, and get all the News of the Times. 


3 Dicx. 
Sir, I have been from the Star, to the Sun al- 
ready, and there's hardly any thing worth look- 
30g at: 5 ED 
PARAGRAPH, 
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PaRaGRAPH. 


Great ſcarcity of News indeed Jo keeping 
up a Weekly Paper now, from the information 
of the Daily's. I remember when materials Were 
to be had at all corners. 


Dicx. 


Ay, Sir, thoſe were buſy times, when I uſed 
to get all the Paragraphs out of the Worid, and 
then go to the devil for more. 


PaRAOR APH. 


Aye, aye, but the World's at an end, and the 
Devil could not ſtand it. Let's ſee what's in the 


Order Book—Twelve Places wanted — Five Hun- 


dred Pounds ready to be lent—A Wife advertiz'd 


for Two Partnerſhips diflolved—Three Lottery 
Schemes—Nine Quack Medicines, and a Caution 


Dick. 
Then, Sir, here's“ Fifty Pounds Reward''”— 


Left in a Hackney Cb = % An Elephant 
arrived from the Eaſt Indies”—and all theſe to 
be ſold by Auction.“ — Giving Papers at each Title.) 


Enter Grorcs FzrviD. 


Grokck. 
Harkyee, Sir Teil your Maſter, I wiſh to 


ſpeak with Z. A. (looking at the Card) Z. A. 


Why I have been dreaming of A. Z. My very 


hand too feems diſguiſed. But wine reverſes 
3 every 


SB 
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every thing—and there is not a Letter in the 
whole Four and Twenty, but it can render unin- 
telligible. 


PARAGRAPH. 
Z. A. Let me ſee; that's the Gentleman, who 
was in the Sun to-day. 


GEORGE, 


Sir, T have not been in the Sun, and damme, 
a Man of Five Thouſand a Year can't even get 


drunk, but it is immediately known at every 


News Office in Town.—(/jae. ) 


Paracrarn.—( Looks at the Book.) 
Sir, I aſk pardon, I ſee row—pleaſe to ſtep i into 


the next room, and I'll wait on n you immediately. 


[ Exit GroRGe, 
Something i in the Reward way here, J ſee 


Dick, go fetch a Conſtable, and the Gentleman 
who has loſt his Watch, and ſhew them into the 


back Parlour—Run—FI y. . 


Scęne Changes to a Parlour. 
Enter GEORGE. 


Gzorce. 
"Twas certainly very fooliſh, to break ſo ſoon 


' a reſplution I had ſo firmly made—To be over- 


come with Wine—'twas very wrong indeed. 


PARAGRAPH 
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 PaRackarn Enters, 
But ifever I get into ſuch a ſcrape again. 


PARAGRAPH. 


Poor fellows, he ſcems ver ſorry—lt's pity too 


—that ſuch a ſmart young man ſhould ———— 


GEORG. 


Well. Sir, are you at leiſure? (Paragraph 
bows) We have ſo few opportunities of doing 
good in this world, that when they do occur, 
twere a pity to let them eſcape. I come on the 
part of Z. A.— I ſhould with to ſee him, having 
ſomething in my pocket to offer which might de 
worth his acceptance. 


Panackarn. 


Sir, yon are acting as properly as a young man 


in your ſituation can poſſibly do. I commend 


you for it, and can only ſay, I am ſorry chere 
was ever we neceſſity for it at all. 


Gz0RGE. 


Why as to that, Sir, there's no knowing how 
2 Man's ſituation in life may alcer—had I ſeen the 
Advertiſement yeſterday, it wou'd not have been 
in my power to have call'd. 


Pane en. 


Why it was only laſt night you | know the 
occaſion for 1 it happen'd, 


GEORGE. 
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GEORGE, | 
| You are acquainted with the party perhaps, 
PARAGRAPH, 


No, I was n't at home when he calbd with the 
Advertiſement. 


GEORGE, 
H: call—why poor fellow ; 1 underſtand he can 
hardly ſtir out of his bed, 
PARAGRAPH. | 
(4/ 4:)—Dear, dear, I dare ſay he made reſiſt- 
ance, and this wicked rogue knock'd him down. 
GEORGE. 


I hall however expect ſome teſtimonial of his 
Character, and as I am referred to you, I ſhall of 
courſe with to be inform'd of his real claims on 


the compaſſion of the Public. 
PARAGRAPH, 
Sir! EG 
| George, 
1 muſt have evidence of his being a good man, 
before! do the needful. 0 


PaRacRA PI. | 


Good Man, why he's as good as the W 
ſo hand over the watch, and here's the two 
guineas immediately. 5 
== GEORGE, 
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GEORGE, 
| Anſwer me, Sir do you know who I am? 
PARAORAPEH. 


No, but I dare ſay, the People i in Bow- ſtreet 
do? 


3 


D—n Bow. ſtreet, and every body belonging 
to it. Sir, my name is George Fervid George 


Fervid, Eſquire, who has unexpectedly come into 


poſſeſſion of Five Thouſand a Year, and who as 
he wiſhes to render his Wealth ſerviceable to his 
Fellow-ſubjects, as well as Himſelf, would not 


only employ 1 it in helping the Poor—bur in—ah! 


damme, it's well for you, that one of my reſolu- 
tions, was; never to put myſelf in a Paſſion or 


—Pd kick you—damme, I'd kick you. (Kicks 


him and pulls bis noſe all the while in a os rage.) 


PanAGRAPH. 


Here, Murder! help —Robbery ! Murder ! 


Enter Dick with Cons rank. 


There, there; Gentlemen 1 charge you with 


that Villain. He has robb'd a Gentleman of his 


Watch — come here upon falſe P etences, and 


kick d me round my oun parlour. 


Dicx. 


Fir, the Gentleman will ſee the young man at 


his examination. 


Gzores 3h 
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GEORGE. 


Why really good folks you may think this 
mighty entertaining ; but if you had an idea who 


it really was you are treating in this ſort of way. 


CoNs TABLE. 


Why I do know you—It's the very man who 
half kill'd the Sheriff's Officer, and reſcued the 
Curate yeſterday, I was by, and ſaw the fool take 
five guineas to make it up again. 46; 

e > PaRACRAPH. = 
There! there I ſaid you was known at Boy 
CoxsraABLEĩ. 


An old offender at Covent- garden, I'll be bound 
for it, ſo come along—only be civil, for you 


F 
deal with, 5 ER 


GORGE. SS 
Il accompany you for the ſake of puniſhing. 
you all; and though I had reſolved never to go to 
Law, I'll make you all pay fwinging damages, 


and then give every halfpenny of the money to 
the poor Clergyman who has been the innocent 
cauſe of the whole tranſaction. ET 


[Exit with the Officers. 
 Paxacrarn. 
Nu get damages—why hark ye—if you wasn't 


in the hands of Juſtice, I'd give you 8 a drub- 
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bing I'd but no matter—You Dick, bid 
Peter Pickup, the Paragraph Writer, come to 
me. It ſhall go all into the Evening News. Let's 
ſee—he beat a Curate, reſcued a Bailiff, ſtole a 
Watch—paſſd for a Squire, and pull'd the Noſe 
of a Printer—But I'll be even with him—ÞIl. 
diſgrace him for ever—his Name ſhall appear in 
my Paper directly. [ Exit, 


SCENE IV. 
A Poor Apartment. 
Govving and TRUEPENNY di/covered, 
a TruLPENNyY, = 5 
Go on, Sir, go on, tho' your narrative breaks 
my heart —how little real penetration falls to the 
lot of us ſhort ſighted mortals !—If the dearest 
friend I have had told me what you have done of 


Frederick Fervid, I would have diſbelieved him; 

but the proofs you bring are unanſwerable, 
Sour. = 

Alas! Sir; it is far from my wiſh to paint hu- 

manity in ſombre colours ; but here my child, be- 

tray'd, torn from my home, and I, in ſeeking her, 

reduc'd ſo low, calls for more forbearance, than I 


can boaſt my own, to deſiſt from execrating the 
villain who has been the cauſe. | | ae 


F 2 Tau- 
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Txvzeenny, 


How long ſince Frederick and your Singer 
left you 


GovLDING. 


Within theſe few weeks. His ſudden acceſſion 


of property accounts for his change of mind. My 
child was no longer thought his equal, and 1 
have heard he already addreſſes the daughter of 
a Baronet.— My heart ſunk at the intelligence 
a fever enſued, and during the delirium it occa- 
ſioned, my landlord, fearful of being a loſer, for 


his own advantage advertiſed the Kory which 
brought you here. 


Enter Jure and Marta, 


TruzPEN: NY. 


Ah! my good ladies, it is with pain I confirm 
to you, that Frederick is a villain. He little 
thinks how well we are acquainted with What he 
has hitherto ſo carefully conceal'd. I have been 
his friend, I was the friend of his father, and to 
my exertions he owes his preſent all. But in pro- 
portion to the warmth of my regard for a man, I 
thought worthy of it, I can feel deteſtation for 
the villain who calls a bluſh into my chern for 
: having ever thought him, otherwiſe, 


Manta, 


How att depraved muſt the principles 
of chat man be, who builds his pleaſures only on 
the ruin of thoſe, to whoſe confidence, and affec- 


tion 


FIVE THOUSAND A YEAR. 37 


tion he is indebted for them. —Be comforted 
good Sir, my regret at his loſs is more than com- 
penſated by the hope that he may yet make you 
and your daughter amends. It only remains with 


us to ſeek the means of bringing him to a ſenſe 
of his duty. 


JULIA. | 
Where i is he, Sir, at preſent? 


Tur EN NT. 


He followed his brother, on his leavin Sir 
Matthew's, and when he has ſeen the event of a 
little frolick which, before I heard this buſineſs, I 
had planned, he is to meet us here, but the time 


wears, he has perhaps diſcovered whoſe retreat 
this 1 is and will not come, 


Jo TA. 
Has he your daughter yet in bis power. 
| | Govr. DING. 


If not, ſhe may be in ill worſe hands, L wrote 
to her, entreated, pray'd that ſhe wou'd return to 
fave a father's life —1 promiſed her forgiveneſs 
and oblivion for all the paſt, would ſhe but leave 
the vile betrayer of her honour, and bleſs a father 
once more with her preſence. Her heart I am 


ure is good— Heaven will avenge me on him | 
whoſe infamy perverted 1 1% 


Joi. ö 


Maria, a thought has ſtruck me there can be 
no impropriety in my endeavouring „through the 
medium 
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medium of his brother George, to obtain intelli- 
gence, —Shou'd you, or our friend here apply to 
him, it wou'd be to little purpoſe—your agita- 
tion wou'd betray you; and to him Frederick 
wou'd att, in this inſtance, with reſerve—Let me 
conduct you to Sir Matthew's—Lll ſend for 
George there, and | 


FREDERI CK—( Speaks without.) 


Do you go where I've already told you my 
brother is, 1'll wait your coming here. 

TN Maria. 

Hark! Frederick's voice—let us retire a mo- 
ment—This way—any way to avoid him. 
— AvRELIA ( ſpeaks without) 
- Oh! Sir, for pity's ſake. 

SGovromo. 

My daughter's voice ! Is ſhe then with him? 
O let me fly to reſcue her from ſhame, to tear 
her from an impious villains arms, and bring her 
back to virtue! Ah! my weak frame ſinks un- 
der its own energies, affliction, anger, and pa- 
rental love, fight in my boſom, my head runs 
_ Tound—Aurelia! Oh! my Child—He tears her 


from me; Villain, reſtore her—She is my daugh- 
ter. ¶ Falls on a Seitee.) „% 


They run to him. 
The Scene changes to anot ber Apartment. 


FREDERICK. 
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FreDeRICR enters leading AURELIA, 


FREDERICK (as he enters) 


D'ye hear, ler no ſoul approach this Room till 


I call. Nay, droop not Lady, my errand here, 
before I met you, was to join my friends in ren- 


dering aſſiſtance to your Father, how much more 


will he bleſs me as his better angel, when I re- 
ſtore him ſuch a treaſure, 


Au RELIA. 


Cou'd you conceive the terror of my mind af 


the bare thought of ſeeing him—Ah ! Sir, is 
there a puniſhment for thoſe who err, more hum- 


bling, more heart-rending than to meet the ſteady 
eye of virtuous indignation, —lnever can endure it. 
He will weep too—an old man's tears will join to 


pierce my foul—thoſe eyes which oft have ſpark- 
led with delight to welcome me, after an hour's | 
abſence, will overflow with anguiſh at beholding 


the wretch who dar'd to ſtab a Father's peace. 


 FreDERICK. 


Your return will Gften him to pity. In you 


reſtored he will forget his griefs—He will for- 
Sie. „ e 


* 


Ty  AURELIA. 
Forgive me—yes, he will.—I know he will for- 


give. Was he a ſtern relentleſs parent, I ſhou'd 
leſs fear his anger; but tis his goodneſs wounds 


me. Every word—each look of kindneſs muft 


ſpeak in daggers to a heart, the more debas'd to 
wrong ſuch confidence. Ws 


FauperICK 
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FrEDERICK. 


Shall I conduct vou to him, or ſhall 1 follow 
my unthinking friend, and bring him. 


AURELIA. 


Ong, no! let him no more prophane the roof 
that ſhields my Father. If penitence be due from 
me, how much from him who could repay bene- 
volence with ruin—1ndeed, Sir, I have theſe three 
days eluded his purſuit,—' Twas but this hour I 
learn'd where my poor father was, our meeting 
here was accident; you have protected me from 
him, do not then leave me, till I am once more 
ſhelter'd with a Father. He will thank you, and 
though 1 know not who has done me ſervice, 1 
will for ever bleſs your memory. 


FRTDRRIcE. 
My name, Madam, DING 
"[RUEPENNY (without. ) 


I infiſt on the door being open —1 will ſee 
dim. (Enters with Julia.) By heaven tis all as 
ue ſuſpected. Miſs Goulding I preſume. That 
Lady will conduct you to your Father, nay, come, 
don't weep. The blame is leſs with you than 
with the ſcoundrel who cou'd wrong ſuch ſweet- 
neſs; your father 18 . to . evefy 
thing. | 


JuLts leads ber of —FaxzverIs attempts to full, 
| - TaverenNy ſtops him, . 


T RVEPENNY; 
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TR UEPENNY. 


Nay, ſtop young man—you and [ have a little 
point to ſettle firſt. 


FRE DERICE. 


If you mean relative to my brother, Sir, I have 
ſent a friend to ſee for him; my accidental meet- 
ing with Miſs Goulding prevented me from going 
myſelf. 


TRUEPENNV. 


And how can you dare to name that Lady 
without a bluſh ; but I have the writings of your 
eſtate ſo far in my power, that I can and will 
_ oblige you to do juſtice. You ſhall marry her to- 
 morrow—you ſhall ſetcle halt your fortune on her 
—you ſhall aſk pardon of her father—of herſelf 
 —of Maria Maxim—ot me—and of every peiſon 
of common honeſty whom you have dar'd to im- 
poſe on—and when you have made her all the 
amends, which marriage and money can accom- 
pliſh, the ſooner you hang yourlelt, and leave her 
to enjoy it the better, 


FREDERICK. 
By all that's good, Sir! — 
"TrvePENNY. 


I won't ſuffer you to ſay a word in your de- 
Fence, ſuch a conduct is unpardonable—had you 
been, to appearance, a wild daſhing dog, I ſhould 
have been upon my guard, and endeavour'd to 
have curb'd your irregularities by caution and re- 
ftraint ;—but you have deceived every body, even 

— Mme, 


— ———— — 
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me, who was never deceiv'd before—don' t ſpeak 


—no excuſe will anſwer the purpoſe. I will 
neither hear of you—tpeak to you—or look at 
you—till you are honeiily married, and your in- 
jur'd wife accompanies you in requeltin g my for- 


giveneſs. (Exit. 


FREDERICK» 


Why this is the moſt extraordinary adventure 
I ever met with a Lady entreats me to protect 
her entrance into this houſe, from a particular 
friend ot mine, who inſiſts upon following her.— 


1 find her to be daughter to the man whoſe ad- 


vertiſcment had excited our compaſſion; and in 


return for my care and ſolicitude, 1 am treated as 


her greateſt enemy. If Lady Julia and Maria, 
join of the infatuation, Iam in a e way it 


ſhou'd cem. 


Enter Mara and JoLia. 
Permit me ladies ſor a moment 
Joua, 


Nothing) you can urge will be of any conſe. 
quence ; to ne you need no juſtication, and to 
this Lady it is a matter of molt pertect indiffer= 
ence. 

F REDERICK, 


There is ſome excuſe for the impatient temper 


of an old man; but from you expect 


Mas IA. 5 
An endeavour at extenuation, is the only cir- 


cumſtance that can increaſe the cruelty of yoyr 


conduct, 
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condut. I thank heaven; I have timely eſcap'd 
your hypocriſy. I now fee why Lady Maxim 
Was your enemy, and muſt give her credit for 
penetration where I tliought her guilty of ill. 
nature. 


Fg EDERICE. 
Madam, if you refuſe to hear 


JULIA, 


The only regret I feel is, that to replace her re- 
Pputation the girl muſt marry you; the puniſh- 
ment which {hou'd be yours is conſequently trans- 
ferred to her; while you, for the ſeduction of an 


innocent girl become poſſeſs d of a valuable wife. 


FREDERICK. 
Shall 1 be permitted to ſpeak, or not 


Mar IA. 


As you pleaſe, Sir, tis a matter of ſo little i im- 
Port, that 


FakpRICK. 


Why then may 1 periſh, if I fo far degrade my- 


ſelf as to attempt a juſtification—you have 1n- 


ſulted my honour, and my love you have re- 
fuſed me the common juſtice of ſpeaking in my 


cauſe, and oppoſing facts to credulous ſuſpicions, 
_ —Nnay, Madam, it is my tura now, and whoever 


has dar d to ſlander me in your opinion is leſs cul- 


pable than you in ſo fondly giving credit to aſ- 


perſions which I have not the lealt wiſh to re- 
move; had you heard me, or the evidence of 
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bo: Goulding, you would have bluſhd for your 


determination againſt one, to whom your 

8 or ill opinion is now become totally indiffer- 

ent. pany 
MARIA. 


Good heavens! if J was not ſo certain of his 
fal ſehood that nothing can juſtify him, I ſhou'd, 
{rom his manner, think him innocent. 


Jura, 


No wonder he made Miſs Goulding the dupe 
of his arrifices, in my whole life 1 never beheld 
ſuch impudent allurance. 


Marra. 


He appeabd to Miſs Goulding— tis eaſy to en- 
quire; but why do I concern myſelf for ſuch an 
ingrate, his juſtification is of no conſequence to 
me- it wou'd now give me as little ſatisfaction 
as his falſehood gives me concern, and on that ac- 
count, I aſſure you, my dear Julia, I am ſo little, 
chagrined, that—cruel inhuman man, I ſhall never 
be happy again as long as I live. ſobs * ) 


Jura, 


Why now this is childiſh in the extreme—he 
does not merit this conſideration. Dry your 
tears, Miſs Goulding, is here twou'd be doubly 
painful for her to gueſs the cauſe of your uneaſi- 
"I IMARIA turns up the tage.) 


Enter AURELIA., 


AURELIA. 


* e honour you have done my dear Father 
and 
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and myſelf, can never be repaid. He too, has 
been ſo good, he has rent my heart with kindneſs. 
—He has forgiven all, and by the means your 


friends benevolence has afforded me, we ſhall. 


leave town to-morrow. I come to aſk permiſ- 
ſion to take my leave of you in the morning 

when ] ſhall be more compoſed, and better able to 
expreſs my gratitude. (MarTa comes down.) 


JuLra. 

Your reconciliation with your Father makes 
us too happy to wiſh for other thanks—if, how- 
ever, 1t wou'd not be painful to you, we only aſk 
to know, as you permitted the man, who has ſo 
wrong'd your Father, to conduct you here—why 


did he not remain to ſhare in the pleaſures you 


now w experience? 


AURELIA. 


He condu& me to my parent—O no, it was 
from him I fled— The generolity of a gentleman 
who ſeem'd to know him, protected me from his 
purſuit. I hoped he wou'd have ſtaid to have 


ſeen my Father. 
MARIA. 


You do not, cannot, mean the Gentleman whom 
we have ſeen here. 


AURELIA. | 


15 am ſorry I cannot obtain ſo little of your- 


good opinion as to perſuade you to believe me. 


Jour IA. Cs 
Pardon us a moment, your lover's name 
is — — ? | 


—— 


[| 
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 AUREL IA. 
F rederick Fer vid. 


JoLA. 


And e's was with Frederick Fervid with whom 
I ſaw you. 


AURELIA. 


Oh, no, indeed it was not. 


Magra. 
Who x was s the Gentleman | * 


Aus ELI A. 
1 know not, nor did I ever ſee him before. 


Marta, | 


Julia, 1 I am unwell—I cannot comprehend 


this, I am fearful, Miſs Goulding, that more than 


you have been deceiv'd. In the morning we 
{hall be glad to ſee you.—Your Father has our 


addreſs—0 Julia, if there is the leaſt 11 
of my Frederick's being wrong'd, it wi 


| tet right 
more 1n this little boſom, than I ſhou'd wiſh him 


 [Exeunt Jer LIA and Mania. 


AvrELia. 
How cautious ſhou'd women be of the leaſt 


deviation from the paths of right. No repentance, 


however ſevere, can guard the fall'n from iufpi- 
cion; 


FIVE THOUSAND A YEAR 47 


eion; Whatever her feelings, ſhe who has once 

err'd is thought capable of repetition—Opinion, 

jaundic'd oe'r by prejudice, purſues her to the 
grave, while her only remaining conſolation is 
SHE HAS A FRIEND BEYOND I, (Exit, 


END OF THE SECOND ACT. 


ACT ill. 


SCENE I. 


An Apartment at the Officers. A Table, Chairs. 
A Back Gammon Board, &c, Georct diſs 
covered Je ling. e | 


| Boy Enters. 
Bor. 


Si the Gentleman about the watch will be 
here directly. . 
Gkonck. 

Hark ye, you Limb of a Lawyer's Lacquey, 
tell your Maſter, if he don't carry me to a Ma- 
giſtrate directly, that I may be inſtantly diſ- 
charged, I'll make ſuch an example of him, 
tat 150 

| Boy. 


Lord, Sir, you'll ſoon be had up—they're 
only waiting till the Gemmen that have been 
lately robb'd, come to look at you, that's all. 


Groncr. 


Get out of the houſe you little e 


Vim of) Damme, but I ſhall loſe all patience, 1 
can't. 
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can't for ſhame ſend from this olace to Sir Mat- 


thew's; what the devil ſhall Ido? 0 Rings 4 bell 
violently). 


Enter Orricxn. 
Orxicrn. 
Don't be impatient, Sir; the Gemman's on 


the Stairs; I ſay, you'd better down with a 


little of the bit here than be had up, you know ; 
I'll manage matters ſo that he ſhan' t IWear to 
you. = 


"Gan, 


And do you really think me a Highwayman J 


Orricen. 


Why, look at your dreſs—Do you think 


| Gentlemen wears them there ſort of colour'd 
filk handkerchiefs? No, no, I know better than 


that there too—Oh here the Gemman is. 


Enter Harry HasTiNGs. 
(Gon turns up the Stage, 


 HasTINGs, 


A likely youth, but not the man who robb'd 


me. Eh! What! Can it be poſlible ? George 


Fervid, wy old ſchool-fellow and acquaintance 


in cuſtody ! They us'd to call me a deep one at 


College ; but, thank heaven, I hav'n't gone quite 


to far as this—been a bad lad too— well, won't 
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you ſpeak to me, George? hang it, I am vexed; 
it would be an awkward thing tor your family if 
any thing ſhou'd happen at the Old Bailey ; but 
hope the beſt—things may turn out better than 
you expect ; and, perhaps, I ſhall the happineſs 
to with you joy of only being tranſported. 


GEORGE. 


Mr. Haſtings, I beg your pardon, but this is 
no ſuch laughable matter, I gave that Gentle- 
man ſufficient warning of his error, which he 
choſe to flight. 


 HasTiNGs. 


Fh! why Officer, this is not the perſon you 
ſuppoſe; as you have been in the wrong, I'd 
have you endeavour to make matters up, for my 
Friend here when once oftended is the very devil, 


__.__ OFFICER, 

I'm ſure, Sir, it wasn't any fault of mine 
that he's innocent. The Printer that charged 
me with him muſt pay the ſmart— not I. I 
know his Honour's very angry, tho', and I dare 
Tay, if I was in his power at this moment 

4 : 

Grone. = 
If you were, Sir, I ſhould certainly forgive 
you ; when the effects of an injury ceaſe, it's a 
hard matter for me to remember the caule of 
it, ſo go along you rogue, and hark ye (mi- 
ichn) you had better come down a little be- 
fore 
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fore you're had up, you know; I'm ſure you're no 
Gentleman by your colour'd ſilk handkerchief ;* 
go, get you gone; make a reſolution to he 
more cautious in future, and be ſure to keep it 
when you've made it, ( Exit Ojjicer.) 


 HasTixGs. 
Is the report true, George, that you and 
your brother have been ſo fortunate ? 
GEORGE, 


We have been fortunate: Our fortune is, 
however, but a day old ; and mine has leen ſuch 


_ twiſts and turns already. that one year's expe- 
rience at the ſame rate will ſatisfy me for life. 


(Has TINGS ſits careleſsly at the tuble, and 
o ccaſ. onaily plays with the dice, ) 


HAsTINGS. 


The life of a young Fellow, like you or me, 
George, is ever liable to change - the dice- box 
in my hand doesn't produce more variety of 
extraordinary chances. 


G EORGE. | 


And nothing can be more extraordinary than 


to ſee a Lad of Faſhion, of your age, preaching 


a lermon over a dice- box. 


HasTiNGs. 


it is a text which, if properly ſtuded by Lads 
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of Faſhion, wou'd ſave many an aching heart, 

and preſerve the cheeks of many a Beauty from 

tears of unavailing remorſe. an a Die. ) 
GEORGE. 


Well, ſaid Harry, you preach and practice at 
the same time. 


HASTINGS, 


You fee how we ſhou'd avoid the touch of 
theſe miſchievous engines; there is poiſon in 
the very ſight of them. 


GEO ES. 
Not when a man makes good reſolutions; 


Gaming is what I abhor—there is no merit in 
my abstinence from it, because when a man 


has enough, why need he run the hazard of 
loſing it, to get more? 


(7 akes the Boz as be talks.) | 
HasriNGs. | 
True, there 1s nothing more abſurd, 
| Georce. 
Aus the man who already has but little wou 4 


be doubly blameable to expoſe that little to the 


riſk of loſs. 


HasTINGS (takes the Boz: * 


The truth of your observation is obvious. 


GroRGE, 
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1 Gzoxo E, — | 
Avarice therefore being the ſole principle on 
which---you cou'dn't make make that throw 
again, | | 
HASTINGS, 
(Corel) Oh! yes, tine 
GkoRCE. 
Not eaſy, I believe. 
Hasrixcs. 
There | (throws. Yo 
Grone E. 


That's extraordinary ; thoſe dice muſt be load- 
ed to a certainty, | 
3 Hartman. 

1 fancy not. 


Grone. 


.D 


Now only obſerve. I'll repeat the ſame throw. 


Hasrincs. 
You don” t for Fifty. 


Gzokcx. 
8 By 
_ Has TINGS. 
Bone! 


— — 


GEORGE. 
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GEORGE (throws.) 


You've loſt. Come, I don't want your money, 
I only joked. 


 HasTiNGs. 
No! I never take back a bet I loſe ; I'll throw 
it again. Double or quits. | 
GEORGE. 


O, you would loſe It wou'd be impoſlible for 
ſuch a chance to occur ſo often. 


Has TIN Gs. 
I wiſh it was a | Thouſand inſtead of Fifty. 


Gronor. 
1 11 bet you a . Thouſand, to puniſh you, 


 HasTiNGS (throws). 


Done !—Huzza ! the day's my c own-won 2 
2 houſand Pounds ! 

. | 
GEORGE. 


So ſo—why, this 1s all a trick. What i is the 
meaning of this, Mr. n | 


HasTINGs. 


Merely to try the ſtrength of your reſolution. ; 
*Tis good experience which you ought to pay 
Tor—Y ou can well alford it, and Will have rea- 

| en 
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fon to thank me for impreſſing on your 1 memo- 
ry this leſſon, that the man who oſtentatiouſly 
tempts too far the edge of a precipice is in dau- 
ger of turning giddy, and paying dear for his 
preſumption. 


GEORGE (gives notes). 


There, Sir, I richly deſerve to pay it. This 
is the fruit of another broken reſolution; but 
if ever again J venture. 


HasTINGs, 
Hold ! to prevent breaking your reſolution 
in future, don't make any; and, to convince 
you that I would not take advantage of your 
weakneſs, I will only borrow this ſum of you 
I have occaſion tor it, and will give you my 
Note. 


GkORGE. 
By no means : Your generoſity entitles you 
to receive it now, as much as my own folly 
5 makes me merit the loſs of it. 


Has rixcs. 


I'll thank you another time; and, to change 
the ſubje&, permit me to aſk your mediation 
with an old friend of your's. I have taken the 
| liberty, on the ſtrength of our former triend- 
ſhip, to make uſe of his name; and if 


GEORGE 
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Grob. 


What, ſome ſecurity I ſuppoſe. Well, ne- 


ver mind---the money in your hand will now 
enable you, 


 HasTiNGs, 


You're on the wrong ſcent. But to be brief: 
In coming from Oxford to London, three 
months lince, I was thrown from my torſe ; 
was receiv'd, nurſed, and entertained at the 
| houſe of a poor old man, whole name is Gould- 
ing: I remember the treatment with regret, 
and ſhou'd have done with Pear e—but he had 
a daughter, | 


Gone. 75 
So, ſo; Harry Hastings! in love—1 have 535 
2 2 resolution 
HasT1NGs. 


Which you'll certainly break sono more 
of it, Aurelia gave me reaſon to believe I had 
no cause for deſpair I coud'nt reſiſt the attrac- 
tions of so interesting a Girl—and—a—it was 


— 2 damn'd fooliſh buſineſs, but ha ! ha ! ha— 


hb 
| 75 GEORGE. 
You ruined the Girl!! 
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HASTINGS, 
Why to be ſure I talk'd of marriage to her— 
She was inexperienced—and I— _ 
GEORGE. 


An ungrateful monſter! Her Father receiv'd 
you when helpleſs, and in need of his aſſiſtance, 
and you—Curse me if I wou'dn' t sooner throw 


my Five Thouſand a Year to the Devil, or even 


into the hands of the Lawers again ſooner than 
have ſuch a crime to anſwer for. 


Has TINGS. 


I can't blame your warmth, * you muſt 


hear the whole. 


Grokck. | 
Is there any addition, then ?—Well, 80 you 


promis'd her Marriage ?---I'm witneſs of that. 
and if it will be of any ſervice to the poor Girl, 


Tl take my oath of it. 


Has rixcs. 
* won t be of any ſervice to her because— 


| GeonGE. 
Becauſe what * 


HASTINGS. 


The promiſe was made to her under another 
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GEORGE. 
Under another name. 


n 


Now pray pray be patient, I was at the 
moment rather fearful of being arreſied, and 
from the hurt I receiv'd in my fail, being likely 


to remain there ſome time, I took without any 


other deſign, the name of a frie:d—Of courle in 
my amour it was ſo contin aed—The Giri came 


with me to Town—lI won't trouble you with 
_ particulars, but, three days ſince, ſhe found 
| means to eſcape from me Lo-day 1 ſaw her by 
accident. The Brother Frederick whom I had 


juſt met at her own defire protected her to a 
houſe where I have ſince learnt, her Father, 


who came to London in ſearch of her, reſides. 


Grone | 


ou're a curioſity and I dare ſay the 


, . of Rogues who viſit theſe 
apartments were never ſo completely eclips'd 
as they are at this moment in your . 


HasTINGs. 


The loſs of your money, I ſee has vex'd you : 


but who can help being a little giddy in a world 


that's always running round—you ' yourſelf 
| might. 


 Grorkcr, 
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GEORGE, 


Me !—no Sir.—T ſhou'd never be able to look 
up again w re I capeble of returning hoſpitality 
with ingratitude, of mn:dering the comfort of a 
benevolent man, d-ſtroyinz the reputation of 
his child, and then mcanly ſhrowding the 


villainy f the action under the name of a man 


of honour. 


Hasrixds. 


I fancy by your warmth, you have made a 


reſolution never to be out of temper. I fear I 
have ſaid too much Sir. But I thought your 


friendſhip for me ſufficient to make you my 
advocate, with your Brother Frederick, 


oh GEORGE. 
My Brother Frederick! 
HasTINGS. 
Juſt ſo, Sir. . 


GEORGE. 


Very good, Sir —He ſhall immediately No 


— he's too good to oppose his life againſt that of 
a viper—l am a harum ſcarum ſort of a ſome- 
body, that no body cares two-pence for ; there- 
fore I will—yes—l will—Hark ye, Sir, I had 


made a moſt rigid determination never to fight 


a duel—nothing but the atrocity of this circum- 
ſtance cou'd have induced me to break it—So 
e | [ 2 oh ; meet 
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meet me this evening, meet me in the Park at 
ſix: I ſhall think it an honour td rid the world 
of ſuch a monſter. 


Has TINGS. 
As you pleaſe, Sir. 


GEORGE. 


But if I fall, 1 bequeath the cauſe to my 
Brother Should be fail, Old Truepenny ſhall 
have a touch at you, and if there is a grain of 
ſpirit in the boſom of Sir Matthew Maxim: it 
ſhall entitle him to the honors of a reverſion in 
his favour—here Officer! L 


Enter Oxyicun, 
Take me in cuſtody again, or elſe that man, 


who has dar'd to call me his Friend. Don't let 


us be both at large, for if we are, I ſhall cer- 
tainly be tempted to a violation of the law—and 
tho” but for an act of juſtice, viſit the Old Baily 
20 realty. .. [Exit with the OFFicer, 
HasTiNGs following. 


: SCENE 
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SCENE II. 
An Apartment at Sir MaTTHEw's. 


Enter LADY MAxIXA. 


LADY Maxim. 
So, in ſpite of my prohibition, Maria has 


choſen to go, and ſatisfy herſelf of Frederick's 


falſehood, by being convinced ſhe will meet 
ſufficient pnniſhment. To morrow ſhe ſhall go 
out of town; and as for the baſe deceiver, Fre 
derick— Heavens! he's here. 


Enter FREDERICK. 


Madam, it is with ſome difficulty I have pre- 


vailed on myſelf, after what has paſs'd, to en- 
ter into any explanation at all : but— 


LADY Maxi. 


Mr. Frederick, you may {; Dare your excuſes, 
The fact once admitted, Tenders further elu- 
anten quite unneceſſary. hos 


Fx EDRRICER. 


But, Madam, the fact is not admitted, Maria i 
and Lady Julia are deceived, It is in my power 


to convince them of it ; but they wou'dn't hear 
a word, You, from your years and experi- 

ence 
5 Lapy 
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Lapy Maxim, 


Sir! Years and experience, muſt you add 
inſult to infamy ? Not content with baſely de- 
ceiving one amiable woman, muſt your male- 
volence be directed to another ? Were Sir Mat- 
thew preſent, you-wou d not with impunity take 
ſuch liberties. 


FrrpErick. 
*'Sdeath, I am always touching the wrong 


 firing—Pardon me, Madam—my anxiety to clear 


up this affair is ſo great, that, on 1 my knees, be- 
ſeech you to hear me. 


Lavy Max1. | 
You're a bad man; a vile ander- 4 if 


you kaeel to me, I don't 2 what may be the 
conſequence. 


FnzDpRRICR. 


I flatter myſelf, you've too kind a heart to 
with to do injuſtice to one, whoſe gratitude, by a 


mere act wh rd you may lecure for ever. 


LADY Maxim. 
« My heart,” as the Poet ſays, i is, indeed, made 


of penetrable ſtuff, and for that reaſon, [ dare 
not liſten to you, 


FrepeRICK. 


You muſt, you ſhall, my deareſt Lady Mary. 
(i eeling again. * 


Lavy | 
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Enter Six MATTHEW. 


StR MAT THW. 


Hey dey ! Mr. Frederick ! Can't you 9 
your * gallantries to Parſon's daughters, 
but you muſt even aſſail the virtue of Lady 
Mary? Why, Sir, if you go on at this rate, 
your fortune won't laſt you a twelvemonth. It 
wil be all dealt out in damages, and old True- 


penny will have reſcu'd it from Chancery, to 
have the mortification of ſeeing you throw it. 


into Doctors Commons. 


FRED ERICE. 


Sir, my Honour is not to be thus trifled 
with. 


SIR MarrREW. 
And, my Honour, Mr. Frederick. 


Lavy n 


And for Heaven's ſake, conſider my Honour. 
The ſlighteſt breath can taint the reputation of 
a Female ; and ſhould you intend lighting upon 
this occalion— 


SIR Marruew. 


1 don't—make yourſelf eaſy—I n never intend- 
ed any thing like it. 


Lavpy 
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_ Lapy Maxim. 
Honour, my dear Sir Matthew, has irreſiftible 
claims ; and though you may diſguiſe it from 
me—yet ſhould I be left a diſconſolate widow-— 


SIR MarrRHEW. 


Don't terrify yourſelf, my Lady—I wou'dn't 
have ſuch a thing happen for the universe; I 


have too great a regard for you, 


FaEpuRICK. | 
Lady Mary, you need be under no great ap- 


prehenſions: We are all miftaking each other 
—and if Sir Matthew will meet me in the Park 


in half an hour, I can in an honorable way regain 


your good opinion, which, ſhould you refuſe me 
this opportunity, I ſhall conceive of too little 
conſequence to be equal to the trouble of fur- 
ther ſolicitation. (Exit, 


 Lapy Maxin. 
Sir Matthew, you'll — 


Sim MarrhEw. 
Fh —xes, if you abſolutely think it necefſary 


my . 


Labr Maxine. 
_ Certainly it is—And do I not ſpeak from the 


| moſt diſintereſted motives ?= My honour will be 


ſure to ſuffer, I ſhall become the converſation of 
the whole town—The newſpapers will be full of 
5 nothing 
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nothing elſe. The innocent cauſe of a duel is cer- 
tain to incur blame, while you, conquering. or 
conquer'd, will be immortalized—and ſo dear to 
me, is your reputation, that I had rather have you 
envied and lamented for falling in the cauſe of 
beauty, than live to be thought unworthy of the 
hand and heart you ſo entirely poſſeſs, [| Exzz. 


Sth MarTTHEwW, 


And l'd rather live ww7hout that hand and heart, 
than fall in the cauſe of any ſuch damn'd nonſenſe 
_ — He dont mean to fight any more than I do, or 
he wouldn't have named his time and place be- 
fore a lady, ſo egad, I'll go—but if he ſhould be 
ſerious ?—why, can't I inform againſt myſelf at the 
juſtice's—it is bur giving good ſecurity to keep 
the peace, and I'm ſure if they knew my inten- 
C | tions on the subject they wouldn't aſk for any 
* Deter 


Enter TROUEPENNY and GEORGE. 
Ah Mr: Truepenny, I'm glad to see you, and you 
too, Sir, notwithſtanding the fracas I have had 
with your brother. : 5 
My brother, Sir, is fully exonerated from what 
has been erroneouſly laid to his charge. He has 
no but one enemy left, between ourſelves, I think 
him too contemptible for Frederick's notice—1 
therefore mean to ſtand in Frederick's ſhoes, and 


meet his antagoniſt in the park this evening my- 
— rr ; 


3 SIR 


r I oe err wer rs nl r ⁵² . ] ů! tes Ls rc 1 — C1 
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SIR MaTrazw—( Afde. ) 


Indeed ! bleſs me re FTA antagoniſt. 
is me, I ſuppoſe. | | 


Ta VEPEN we | 
I ſee the ladies in the next room, I'll go and 
acquaint them with all that relates to Frederick's 
vindication, while you tell me ſtory, to Sir Mat- 
thew. 
SIR MarTuew, 
. but you needn't go—dorn' t be i in a hurry 


5 | Tober. 
But Ian in a hurry, and I Will be in a hurry— 


when a ſtory is to be told to the diſadvantage of 
a fellow creature calumny is ſwift as lightening, 


what then ſhou'd be the ſpeed of a friend who 


has the delightful power of reſcuing from unme- 


rited imputation a worthy character, and placing 


the virtues of an honeſt man far from the reach of 


ſcandalous detraftion.—_" (Exit.) 
| GroRGE, 


Sir Matthew, I FRE ſomething to ſay to you; 
there is a ſort of appointment, which I muſt keep 
this evening. I ſhou'd n't have breathed a ſylla- 


ble of it to mortal, but as it in ſome meaſure ma- 
terially concerns you. 


Sin Menue 


Why yes, of courle 1 it does, and if you had'c at 
known 
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known it, 1 ſhou'd have ſpoke to Mr. Truepenny 


on the ſubject, he might have prevented matters 


from being ſo deſperate. 
G GroreE, 
Mr. Truepenny, Sir, is engaged as my ſecond; 
my only requeſt is, that thou'd I fall 
| SIR MATTHEW, 


Now pray don't talk of it] ſhou'd be ſorry 
for that—I ſhou'd be ſorry for that ſhou'd in- 
deed, and as Frederick is not to fight himſelf, 


where is the neceſlity of your undertaking his 


quarrel. 
GEORGE. 


It cannot be diſpenſed with, Sir, I am grateful 


for your apprehenſions on my account, and tho? 


1 know you wou'd much rather my opponent 
ſhou'd be the facrifice in ſo juſt a cauſe—yet— 


SIR MATTHEW, 


Sir, I don't wiſh any ſuch thing —nor do 1 


think I am bound to liſten to you at all—I be- 
| lieve my lady is beckoning me—Egad, I'll endea- 


vour to make Julia perſuade him to lay aſide his 
terrible intentions, and if he is ſo very fond of 
park excurſions that he won't relinquiſh the idea, 
why he ſhall have all the ſport to himſelf, for 
curſe me if I go within a mile of the place, if 1 


can help it.— I Exit. 


k 2 GEORGE 


wry 
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GroRGr, 
What the devil's the matter with Sir Matthew, 


after all I ſhould'nt care if this evening's ap- 


pointment were well over—lIt's a curſed awk- 
ward ſituation to a man of any feeling, when he 
has to reflect that a few hours may terminate an 
exiſtence, the principal hope of which reſis upon 
the ſavage idea of deſtroying a brother mortal 
I don't know whether the bare thought isn't as 
bad as being lock'd up in that * place which 


Enter Jobi. 
15 JuLIA. (Apart.) 
»Tis a curious errand on which, Sir Matthew 


has deputed me; the office of a peace- maker, 18 
however ſo truly honourable, that where it's en- 
deavours ſucceed, * is ſcarce any bleſſing be- 


yond it. 
Grokck. 
"Lady Julia, your ,moſt obedient ; I hope my 


friend has by this time convinced you, that I am 
the brother of at leaſt an honeſt man, 


Joris. 


His wiſhes to that effect have perfectly ſucceed- 

ed, Sir, I ſhall be happy, if I may be as fortu- 

nate as to Convince the brother of that honeſt man, 
thar he 1s in error himſelf, 


Grorece. 
Why Madam, I cannot fay, I ever ſeach'd 
- — 
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very minutely into the cauſes of the little ab- 
ſurdities I am apt to be guilty of, but this 1 will 
ſay, that in my journey through its, never ſeri- 
ouſly meant ill to mortal, and if ever my good 
intentions have run away Wich me into a wrong 
path, it has been more throngh my want of ſkill 
in holding the reins, than from. any wiſh to in- 
jure my fellow travellers on the road. | 


Juria. 
You are going to fight a due]? 


Cloner. 
Who? L. Madam. 


JULIA. 


I know it, Sir, and I have authority to > fox 
from your Antagoniſt, he had mach rather ſhake 
hands with you. He awes you no enmity, nor 
do J ſee why you ought to owe him any. 


8 


In gee of a friend, of a "Rove her, Madam, 
ſurely we may be allowed a little warmch, 


Jvria. | 


But while you intended to fight for the honour 
of your Brother, you ſhould alſo have rho unheg 
how many beings your conduit mar make un- 
happy—had you a Wife ior inuancc. | 


Guo ROE. 
Eh l—a Wife? 


3 ULIAs» 
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Juri. 
Ay, ſuppoſing you were married 
G: o ROE. 


Married! why that's only pointing out one awk- 
ward ſituation, by ſuppoſing me in another, 


Jura, 


 F Nay, why do you ſpeak diſreſpectfully of a 1 
ſtate you are unacquainted with, does that pro- 
ceed from good intentions: 1 


Grone. 


Why no—It's a ſubject with regard to which 
I never had wy intentions at all, 


5 JuLta. 
You were never in love then ? 
GrorGcr, 


: Not that I knew at the time, I believe, for I 
don't immediately recollect it. 


IJuLIA. 


Vou have perhaps at leaſt been cautious in 
that particular; 


Not very—T was to _ been in love once, 
but I fancy it was put off. 


JULI As 
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JuL1A. 
Indeed! Till when? 
GrorcE, 


Till I meet with ſomebody, who in the firſt 
place muſt be very like you. 


Jor IA. 
What to tell you of your faults?— 


GEORGE. 


1 hat I ſhou'd prize her for: but ſhe muſt alſo 
have a qualification far more difficult to find—ſhe 


muſt endure to be told of her own. 


Joi. 


And all this before marriage—l ſee you are no 


Judge, this is beginning at the wrong end—Lo- 


vers are leſs lincere, they never mention faults on 


either ſide. 
G EORGE. 


Or rather they don't ſee them, now the firſt 
proof I give to the woman I may chuſe of my 


affection ſhall be to tell her what I don't like, as 
the moſt impreſſive mode of ning | in her me- 


mory what I 40. 
| A 
She wou'd forget it the next minute. 


GroROE. 


* 


I don't think ſo- were it Hatlery, ſhe might, 
the 


— Ie Ed : 
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the dear creatures are ſo us'd to it, but point out. 
a defect to a pretty woman, and it ſticks in her 
throat for a month. 


JuL1a, 


let us ſuppoſe then for argument ſake that you 5 
were in love with me—nay, don't be alarm'd— 


J only i —— it. 


GEORGE, 
Aye, but the pleaſures of imagination are e very 
ſeductive. 

Jui 14. 


Well then, ſuppoſing i it really the * as the 
firſt proof of your ſincere regard, what fault wou'd ; 


you find 1 in ne. 


5 Grokck. - | 
Upon my ſoul I don't think, I cou'd diſcover 
any. ey | 1 55 


(Txvzrenny and Six Marrarw enter unperceio 4 

25 GEORGE J 

os Julia. 2 9 

No! — What nothing to diſlike. 
Gro RSS. 


Not an e the more I look at you, the 
more [ like you, and may I be deceiv'd in woman 
if 1 don t think you a very charming creature: 


Ju. 
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JolIA. 
Oh, Fie! 


GEORGE. 


I am in earneſt—l am indeed! I tried to find 
fault with you when I was here before, but found 
it impoſſi ble Mind, I don't fay you have no 
faults. you have perhaps only the art of hiding 
them from me, and that 


Tavrr xn NY (coming forward) 


And that alone is ſufficient to teſtify to whom 
it may concern, that George Fervid, a very pro- 
miſing youth has falPn in love, broke his laſt re- 
ſolution, and yielded to every temptatian as calily 
as he vowed to overcome it. 


Crone E. 


I beg pardon, there is one, I have yet in my 
power to keep, —1 ſaid I won'd never fight a duel. 


SIR M3 TTHEW. 


And that's a reſolution, I'd adviſe you t to keep | 


by all means. 


GEORGE. 


Mr. Truepenny, I have reaſon to think 1 
ſnall meet an apology inſtead of a piſtol—we will 
therefore, if you pleaſe, adjourn to the ſpot 
directly, the Gentleman e may be 1 impa- 
tlent. 
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Sir MaTTHEW. 
Me! Oh, dear no—I'm by no means im- 
patient. 


TRUEPENNY. 
You ! why who faid you were the man, 
Sir MaTTHEWw, 


Why you and Mr. George there—You fold you 
flood in Frederick's ſhoes at ſix o'clock in the 


Paik, and as I had been invited by Frederick at 
that time and place, ae pe 1 


4 


And was it you who ſent Lady Julia ?—here's 
another damn'd miſtake.— Iruepenny follow me 
I've been deceived, till the time is nearly elapſed, 
] ſhall have my courage call'd in queſtion —(go- 15 


ing)—is ſtopped by JuLLa. 
Jos IA. 


Then after all m advice has no influence over 
you. | . 


GEORGE. i 
Four advice was a fault, which ſhou'd I be 
diſhonour'd, nothing cou'd repair (Rujhes out.) 


| TrveranNy; 


Sir Matthew come with me, you need n't fear, 
there ſhall be nv „ RPGs. 


1 p SIN 
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Sin MATTHEW, 


Well, if you really think ſo, Iwill but we had 


better wait for the ladies — They will aſſiſt to 
keep us all friends. ( Exit. forced off by TRUEPENN x.) 


; Eater Lapy Max add MARIA. 


Lay Maxim. 


Is he really gone then! ? Heaven's what a ſitua- 
tion - what terrible ſuſpence ! Shou'd Sir Mat- 
thew be the victim. 


Joi. 


Dear Madam, there is no danger I hope; gir 


Matthew I am ſure, wou'dn' t be diſpleaſed if we 


were to follow him. 


I. aby Maxim. 4 

Reach me a chair girls, do you ſuppoſe I cov'd 
_ endure to ſee the awful ceremony, the folemn fa- 

crifice of propriety to a point of honour; If you 


had either of you any feeling, the bare idea wou'd 
affect you as ( ſitting down)—as it now does me 


to ſee the conſiſtency of true politeneſs, to ſee 


one brave man ſhaking hands with another at 
whom he is Juſt going to ſhoot. 


Mantz. 
Heavens! 5 
„ ow” . | 
The ground exactly meaſur d. 
1. 2 Jour, 
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ES: JuLIA. 
Let us haſten. 
Lapy Maxi. 
The weapons charg'd. 


MARIA. 
For mercy's ſake. 


Lavy MaxtM.— — 15 ing - with gravily and taking 
an attitude.) 


The dreadful pauſe—the ſignal given. 


Mana and JuLIA. 
Pray Madam, come, 


Lapy Maxin. 


And now they fire. —(Apiftdl is fired without) 
they ſcream—Lapy MaxiM falls into her 
Chair again. MaRIA ſupports herſelf on the 
back of it,—a ferens * hs which rouſes 
them. 


: J ULIA. 
* ho waits! # 


Enter a Clowniſ J. votman.. 


For Heaven's fake, what's the matter? 2 who 
fir d thoſe piſtols, 


SERVANT, 


* 
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| SeRvanT, 


Oh! what! the piſtols, my Leady, dauntee 
be krighten'd, 'twas only I.— 


Lavy Maxim. 
You, and how dare you. 


SERVANT. 
My Maſter, Sir Matthew deſired me. 


LAbr Maxine, 
What to terrify me ? 


| Servant. 


Noa, my Leady, to fire off his viſtols, | becauſe 


he zaid ha zhou'd ha 1 noa occaſion on un. 


| Lavy 1 

No occaſinn 
Maki. 

Thank Heaven! 1 


Lavy Maxi. 


'T hank Heaven indeed ! have I then alarm'd 


myſelf in this manner, for © no accaſion,” —Let 
them ſend the carriage to the door directly. 


(Exit Servant)—And if Sir Matthew has 3 
guilty of the leaſt ſubmiſſion, he ſhall apologize 


to me upon the ſpot for his meanneſs.— Come 
| 2 5 


* 5 — — 2 — — 
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Ladich and bear teſtimony, there's nothing de- 
teſt more in a man than want of ſpirit, —Oh ! PN: 


bumble him for this. | (Exennt. 
SCENE III. 


The Park. 
Enter Fr REDERICK and HaSTINGS. 


FREDERICK. 


By having made amends to Mr. Goulding and 
his daughter, you amply are entitled to congra- 
tulation rather than reproach from me, as for 

George, be of courſe will liſten to reaſon; the 
ſame ſpirit of generoſity which induced him to 
call you out as an enemy will doubly perſuade : 
him to accept your hand as a friend. 


WW. STINGS. 


. Tis about the time; by his impetuoſity x: ex- 5 
en he would have been before me. 


-- 


GEORGE. (Without. * 
Come along old Truepen ny. 
FREDERICK. 


"You may tell he is aware of his neglect, for 
he has fairly diſtanc'd his ſecond. 


Enter 
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Enter GEORGE. 
GeorGe, 
Mr. Haſtings, I beg pardon for making you 


wait, I have been detain'd by an accident—Fre- 
derick, how came I to find you here? 


FREDERICEK. 


In the firſt place George, I thank you moſt 
cordially for ſo readily, and heartily adopting the 


cauſe of your Brother, and as your friend, be 
_ aſſured he will never, never forget it. In the 
next place, you mult ſhake hands, with Harry, 


here who has in my preſence been married to 


Aurelia, and ſettled the thouſand ann on her. 


Grorce. 


| Which Ill double—1 can be as warm a friend, 
Harry, as I may have appear'd a haſty adverſary, 


and be aſſured, though it certainly rather ackled 
my vanity to ſtart up in defence of a fine woman 


yet 1 feel infinitely more ſatisfaction, in ſeeing 


you reſtor'd to reaſon without running the riſk of ; 


having a bullet 1 in your brains. 


Hasrinds. 


Between young fellows of our age, W are 
| beſt expreſſ' d by actions only let me find an op- 

portunity of undertaking your cauſe, as nnz 

as you have done that of your Brother, and m 
Aurelia, and may I never ſhake friend by the 


hand again if I don't fight like a game cock for 
you. MS 


Ent er 
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Enter TRUEPENNY and SIR MATTHEW. 


TRUEPENNY. 


I fay you ſhan't fight I hate fighting, and 
I'll ſhoot the firſt man who dares to fire a piſtol. 
SIX MATTRHEW.—(Aſide.) 

Then !] ſhall be ſafe to a certainty. 

| FREDERICK. 

You may ſpare your powder then (Enter 
GovrLDinG and AuRELIa)—for here come two 
_ reaſons, why our quarrels are at an end. 
 HaxTinGs introduces GouLDING and AURELITA 70 
FREDERICK, GEORGE, and IRUEPENNY, in 

Georce.—(To Harry.) 
Vour Father-in-law, I preſume—l had hoped 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you this morning, Mr. 
Goulding, but 1 contriv'd to go ſuch a curſed 
round about way, that it's a wonder we have met 
even now. V 


a 


Mr. Haſtings has inform'd me, how much we 


⁊re indebted to you—the acknowledgements of 


an old man may be tireſome, but my daughter 
hall join in aſſuring you of their ſincerity. 


- Avril. 1 
Some hours ſince, I thought the world a very 
dad one, nor can I expreſs my feelings better 

— — ae — | | | 
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than by ſaying you have contributed moſt kindly 
towards a total change, 1 in my e 


GfOROE. 


My friend Harry, has, I hope, had a ſhare in 
convincing you, and never will produce an argu- 
ment againſt your preſent way of thinking. 


Enter Lapy Maxix, Jur IA, and Makra. 


SR MarruEw. | 


Wel, my Lady, we're all happy and recon- 
ciled, and Soing to be married. 


Lavy Maxim. 


-Sie Matthew, I hope you have done nothing 
: derogatory to our mutual honor—if you have— 


SIR Menne 


Me I haven't open'd my lips—lt was all 


ſettled before I came up. 


Live Maxi. | 


Mr. Truepenny, I ſhall look to you fora ſtate 


ment of che whole affair. 


Tavrrzxur. 


Then walk this way, my Lady. Sir Matthew's . 
ſhare in the tranſaction will be told in a very few 


words, . (They 20 2p.) 


„„ 1 


1 22 —˖r 
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e MaRkIA, and AURELTA, come fare 
ward.) 


AuRELIA. 


To my thanks for your goodneſs, Madam, let 
me add ſincere regret for having been the innocent 
cauſe of uneaſineſs to yourſelf, and this Gentle 


man. 


MARIA. 


I am rather indebted to you for teaching me 
| how much nearer to my heart he was than I 
imagia'd, the wrong you have ſuſtained demands 
all the reparation L can make (fe FREDERICK ) 
and be aſſured, I never felt more true affection 
for you than at the moment | appeared moſt 


angry, 
FREDERICK. 


> kind a declaration leaves me more in Jour 
debt than life will have time to cancel. 


_ (Jouna and GEORGE come forward) | 
Tora. 


> mY leave me with ſo much rudeneſs too—you 
even ſaid it was a fault to give you g good advice, 


Groxck. 


Which proves I am in love upon my wn ſyſtem : 
—] told you I ſhov'd be ſure to find fault where I 
| admired—and if you will but permit me to love 

You as 3 mueh 3 as | begin to find I ſhall.— 


Joi 
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JuLta. 


You would diſcover ſo many faults, that your 
ſincerity wou'd get the better of your 05 


GO E. | 
Allow me but ſincerity for its baſis, and you 
commit a fault in not liſt' ning to my ſuit. 


(SIR MATTHEW, Lapy Maky, and TRUEPENNY, 
come forward. ) 


Six MaTTHiw. 
There now, my Lady, ] hope you are Catisfied 


e it Was all : a miſtake. 


Lab Maxim. 


Iam indeed, Sir Matthew, for I expected vou 
wou'd have fought like a Hero. 


SIR Marr EW, 


Why as to that—it's a Maxim with me, that a 
man ought never to fight without very urgent 
occaſion—the occaſion, my Lady, ſhou'd be fo 
very urgent, that in fact,. —l don tice any occaſion 
there can be to fight at all. 


Tzuzrenny, 


And now as I foreſee we ſhall have three TY 
7 ow in one day, we'll adjourn to Sir Matthew's, 
prevail on my Lady, to let us be merry ; and Mr. 
Goulding to ofliciate in his Canonicals, 


GEORGE, 
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Serono. 


The Ladies have yet to aſſent to the propoſal 
Frederick and I have perhaps, little but our 


fortunes to recommend us, we muſt therefore reſt 
our hopes of approbation on the flattering idea, 


that few of our friends will have any ſerious ob- 
jection to Fivs THousanD x Y Ear, 


FINI1S, en 


